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90 Anthropological Miscellanea. 

NOTE by MR. A. W. HOWITT, as to DESCENT in the DIERI TRIBE. 

A letter from Mr. llowitt to Dr. Tylor, September 21st, 1888, 
contains the following remarks, which are comm-unicated to the 
Anthropological Institute at the writer's desire. It should be 
explained that Mr. Frazer's communication (" Journ. Anthrop. 
Inst.," vol. xvii, p. 185), was sent in correction of a statement by Mr. 
Howitt (" Journ. Anthrop. Inst.," vol. xiii, p. 457), that descent in 
the Dieyerie tribe is uterine. Mr. Howitt now produaces evidence 
that his original statement was correct. 

" You may remember a notice which was sent by Mr. Frazer to 
the 'Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,' conveying a statement by Gason that 
with the Dieri the sons take the father's murdu and the girls 
that of the mother. When I saw this I could hardly believe my 
eyes, because my own knowledge was against this, as well as the 
statements made to me by the missionaries in the Dieri country. 
I tbereupon wrote to the Lutheran Mission at Kopperamana, 
requesting that further enquiries might be made. The reply was 
that the Dieri said all the children, both girls and boys, take the 
murdu of the mother and not of the father. In order to further 
check the statement, I again wrote to the missionary asking him to 
enquire from the Dieri concerning a certain man who was the head 
man of the tribe when I knew it, and of whom Gason has written 
much in giving me information about the Dieri. This man I knew 
to have been of the Manyura (Portulacea oleracea) murdu. In 
reply I hear now that: (1.) His murdu was Manyura; (2.) His 
mother's murdu was Manyura; (3.) His father's murdu was 
Warnyati (Emu). 

" I also learned from a correspondent who is well acquainted with 
the tribe which adjoins the Dieri in the south-west that with them 
the children are all of the same murdu as their mother. He sent 
me a list of a number of the tribespeople which showed this con- 
clusively. I am now quite sure that Gason has made a mistake, 
but I must say for him that it is about the only one I have found 
out, except a f ew inaccuracies in some of the less common relation- 
ship terms." 

SEPULCHRAL CHAMBERS in TUMULI in FINISThRE. 

We have received, through Admiral Tremlett, particulars of the 
discovery in tumuli by M. de Chatelier of two unopened sepulchral 
cbambers of peculiar construction. The first is at Panker, Plon- 
balanec, Finistere, and is a chamber, 3 metres long, 1 metre 54 broad, 
and 2 metres 60 high, the walls being of uncemented masonry and 
the roof consisting of a single large slab; round the bottom of the 
chamber is a ledge or bench of dry masonry, about a foot wide and 
high; which had supported thick planks of oak forming a floor, 
this was thickly covered with oak leaves, amongst which were the 
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